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Building an active, sharing 
learning community 

Measuring the impact  
on student learning 

Deepening teacher (and student) understanding thru ETD 
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HCPSS Secondary Mathematics “Look-Fors” 
 

School ______________ Teacher(s) ________________________ Course/Period _____________ 

Non-evaluative Visitor _______________________________________________  Date _______________________ 
 

HCPSS Office of Secondary Mathematics (11/09) 

 
Standards & Indicators for Exemplary Instruction Observed Behaviors / Comments 
Standard 1:  Knowledge of Mathematics & General Pedagogy 
• The teacher(s) demonstrate(s) a deep knowledge of mathematics content 

and instructional strategies for diverse learners. (2A, 2B) 
• Students effectively communicate with the teacher and their peers. (1A, 4A) 

 

Standard 2:  Knowledge of Student Mathematics Learning 
• Students are engaged in a deep exploration of mathematics. (2A, 2E) 
• Students are participating in differentiated activities based on their 

readiness, interest, and/or learning preferences.  (2B) 
• Students use a variety of tools for mathematical investigation (e.g., 

appropriate use of calculators, computer, manipulatives, etc.). (2D, 2E, 4C) 

 

Standard 3:  Worthwhile Mathematical Tasks 
• All students are actively engaged in rich mathematical activities (e.g., 

hands-on, relevant/real-world, collaboration in small groups). (2E, 4C) 
• All students are involved in tasks that lead to the learning of important 

mathematical concepts. (2A, 2B, 4C) 
• Students pose and/or respond to higher-order questioning using appropriate 

mathematical language. (4B, 4C) 
• Students are engaged in problem solving, communication, connection, 

reasoning and proof, representation, and inquiry-based investigations. (2E, 
4C) 

 

Standard 4:  Learning Environment 
• Students take risks and work independently and/or collaboratively to make 

sense of mathematics. (3A, 4B, 4C) 
• Students are working in a safe and nurturing environment where all ideas 

are valued. (3A, 3C) 
• Students are benefiting from an atmosphere based on respect, a sense of 

interdependence and sharing of mathematical ideas, and adequate time to 
process learning. (3A, 3C, 4C) 

• Students have opportunities to demonstrate understanding throughout the 
lesson. (4B, 4C) 

• Students access and are encouraged to use technology when appropriate. 
(2E, 4C) 

 

Standard 5:  Discourse 
• Students clarify and/or justify their reasoning as they work within a variety 

of grouping structures  (e.g., pairs, small groups, whole group, 
independently). (4B) 

• Students construct multiple representations (e.g., using a graph, using an 
equation, using a table, drawing and labeling a picture, using manipulatives, 
writing an explanation) and make connections between them. (4C) 

• Students are encouraged to share ideas, and respond to questions that 
engage and challenge their thinking. (4B, 4E) 

• Students participate in an appropriately paced lesson, with seamless 
transitions, and that is designed to meet their individual needs. (2E, 4B) 

 

Standard 6:  Reflection on Student Learning 
• Students devise, carry out, and justify solutions. (4C, 4E) 
• Students demonstrate learning through ongoing formative and summative 

assessment and receive regular feedback. (2F, 4D) 

 

Standard 7:  Reflection on Teaching Practice 
• The teacher(s) collaborate(s) with colleagues to develop and implement 

plans to improve instructional programs and practices. (5D) 
• The teacher(s) seek(s) to improve teaching and practice. (5A, 5E) 

 

 

Additional comments: 


